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TO THE RIGHT 


Vorſhipfull Sir BaptiZt Hickes, Knight; 


all neceſlarie{auing gifts from aboue. 


JIN 00d Sir , before" 1 returned laſt ints 
SANA England, 1 did publiſh a certaine E- 
=S 7 piſtie, wherein I noted how tertaine a- 
(> 2 mongs! vs had laide the 2ronnaes of 
>| DH Browniſme , while theyr zeale ( beyond 
TA knowledze) had laboured our Churches 
Tm reformation. © PU 2EOT 
7 T hat comming into the hands of ſome of them here is 
and about the Citie, they welcomed me home , with an a4- 
wiſemeut ginen to ſome theyr diſciples that 1 ſhould neither 
be heard Preach, nor prinatly conferred with,nor haue any 
of my bookes read of them. T heyr reaſon wes, that Cl. 
would bring people to all the corruptions of the” Engliſh 
Church, and fiyallytoRomes church. WR 
Bui when there was ſome extraordinary ecanſe of oppo- 
fin ge Romiſh platfor mes let the Traytor W. Wat. ſpeakc 
of his conſcience;if the Actiſed did not rather oppoſeto ſuch 
wickednes then his Accuſers? + 
As they bzun to malice without grounde( for now they 
shame to meddle with theyr dombe Presbyrterie,and halfe 
faced Deaconry , with ſome other things not 10 be marn- 
tained) ſo,they hane not therewith ſtinted the bitterneſſe of 
their ſpirits , but now muſt 4 them (whom ay 
| | 2 ey 
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| t,methinks it should 
not wel beſeeme any of the Late thouſand Subſcribers, 
who world be thought to de all things with granitie, loue, 
and learning. Obadiah ſaw Eſau lavghing at his brother 
Taacob, and makmg himſelfe merry at his brothers capti- 
witic (1would none of the new Subſcribers did ſo , nay, did 

wot occaſion the captinity) but the Prophet upon that ſight 
doth tel the tearing [dumeans, that themſelues therefore 
shal come in no leſſe miſery. T o be not only tnſe 6; acroſſe, | 
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but to adde alſo atflittiou vnto bonds, is rather a carriage 
beſeeming Atheiſts , then the profeſsion of Chriſtians, He 
thatis in miſery ought to be comforted of his neigh- 
bors,but men hauc forſaken the feare of the Almigh= 
Nie, $7 "aa 

1 ambolde to trouble you Worship againe with a new 
Printed oide Epiſtle : whereunto 1 hane added ſome fewe 
votes , for expounding ſome places before not wel onder. 
ſtood, and ſame thing for ſtrengthning the toynts of ſomes 
what ſeemmme weake. Yet all thi with breuitie, leaſt my E= 
piſtleshould turne into a volumne.And/awith my humble 
duties remembrance, [remaine-. _ 4 | 
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NN EPISTLE, 


CONTAINING A DIS- 
| courle of the Plague, 


- 


Henoch Clapham,tohi ordinary Heavers, Grace,mer- 
cy and eace be muitiplyed in Chriſt Ieſws. 


SECTION. I. 


- 


q Lloued, God hauing ſmitten our Citie 
py with the Peſhlence, Behold, booke vp- ____ 
on booke, preſcribing naturall meanes 
as for naturall maladies , but little ſaid- 
of ſpirituall meanes, for ſpiricuall mala-: 
dies, which ſhould giuelife tothe fore 
*5| mer. Toſpeake and a&t in ſuch caſes,as 
ſole Naturians, 1s of Chriſtians-to be» 

come Galexifts , and of {pirituall to become carnall, Ifa - 
_ true Chriſtian do but take meateor drinke, hee prayeth for 

a bleſſing; becauſe otherwiſe the dead creature can yine to- 

him no bife, nor yet continue health. The true Chriſhan ta- . 

keth no Phiſicke for the weakeſt ague or ache, but hee cal-- 
leth vpon the name of the Lord for adding his bleſſing ; for - | 
that otherwiſethe thing applied 5 can remoue no maladie. 1.Thellc. 
For the ern )ath learned ; Tee pede ones doe ; 
tinually and in all things to gine thankes : * but a "of 0-4 
ature of God is good , a ſanttified by the word and * Tow. 4s 
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| to many, whoneuer 
pecially inthe name of | 


tortable Sunne and Avre to ſhine and breath vpon.. When 
the mercies of God are called into queſtion , cuery mouth. 
ſhall be ſtopped. Buthowſoeuer heis a Sawiour of all men, 
yethe hathaſpeciall ſaluation for the faithfull , as S. Paul 
teacheth Twmorhie . Howſoeuer he afftordeth bleſſings to all, 
yet in a ſpeciall forme he bleſleth the Belecuer . For as they 
call for his ſfauing fanourin the vſe of all his creatures, ſo 
they have it mtheir much and hittle, in their health and fick- 
nel{ie,intheir fe and death . T heſe vſe the Creature, with 
aſſurance ofa peculiar bleſſing, when the other cate, drinke, 
and apply it witha peculiar curſez Now, we are not to la- 
bour for the temporary bleſhng ſauced onely with a com- 
monmercie , { forthen we goc nofurther then the dogge in 
his eating of graſle, for eaſing his ſtomacke Jbut to labour 
with the Lord by prayer for his (peciall blefſing our con- 
ſcence in the vſe o* theſe creaturcs: leauing the iſlue tem- 
potarie to his will, which1s holy in all things. | 
A true Chriſtian walketh thus in common diet, and 
viuall mfirmities , hew much more doth it ftand himin 
hand, tolooke to his carriage towards God , inrefpetof 
_ this Peſt or Peſhtlence? Atheiſts, meere Naturians and 0- 
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Planets, do ftickein the Creature, for 
» P/al.84 1. (called the * Lord of hoftes ) who commaunds i 
- ſends ont, orſtayes'the courſe and operation: 
x P/al.10T. and corruptions. As Godis the Lord of Ho 
s Pa =: A. 
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maketh a flaming fire his miniſters , ſometimes for conſuming, , 
ſometimes for preſeruing. For by it , Nebuchadnezzer: exe- 
cutioners were deſtroyed , when the three young Nobles of 
{udah were in mid{tthereofpreſerued. 


| Addition expoſitory and Apologeticall . 
| | tothefirſt Sethon. 


© Aleniſtes]JSo called of Galen a Greek Yeathen Phyſifi- 
an, This kind of Plague o2 Peſtilence is ofhim tearmed 
Loimos, reſpecting onely Bodies burſting out i cozrupti- 
on, which may be canſe ſometimes of cozrupting other bodies ; 
ſpecially ſach as are inclinable to and capable ot ſuch cozrupti- 
on, And this is it, that ſome Chaſtians vaderſtand,when they 
ſay, that thePeſtilence is asa Candle , and bodies as ſtrawe, 
ſome wet , ſome dzy, moze 02 lefſe capable oftaking fire. And 
this is true, but not allthe truth,noz yt in the firſt ſence which 
is Dinine, whereof J ſhall ſpeake ſomewhat after , To flick 
therto2e in this conſiderations to ſpeake rather after the mans 
nerof Naturalls then of Diuines, And who dare ſpeake rather 
alter the maner of man,then after the vnconirowlable fozme of 
the Poly Ghoſt : | : 
The dead creature can giueto him no life : ] Becauſe 
the dead creature cannot ofit ſelfe vinifie the bodie, therfoze the 
Chailtian is taught toloke vp to God the Authoz of life : who, 
as he hath pzomiſed to eerie Belicuer the thing that is god - 
calling fo2 it by pzaper; fo, ſuch a pzaying belteuer ought to cx- 
pet the veritieofhis pzomile, ſeeing he1s faithfull that hath p2o- 
imiled :foz, Godlines 1s profitable to all things, which hath 
promiſe of the life i ntand of that is to come, 1 Tim,4., 
ozall giuings , without divine direct - 
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SECTION, 11... 


"P He word Plagne,is originally a Greeke-word : for Plege 
| A it is termedin Rexe/ation. 16. 9. and of the Latines 
Plaga ,in Engliſh valuing a 6/owe or {tripe. Which,as it way 
haue a{more generall vſe,{o, it is not applyed to this particu- 
Jar diſcaſe of the Peſt, otherwiſe, then becauſe it is a blowe 
or {tripe inflited on mankind . By whom 2 By God, al- 
though m2diately by ſpirit,or corruption,or both. Thelan- 
Tuage of God & Adamintheold Teitament, doth termeit 
Deber( as1n Exod.3.3 Den.:8 21,Þ/al 91.26 2.Sam 24-13. )of 
Dabar toſpeake, whether it|be a ſpeech of bfe or death. And 
{o itis termed I doubt not becauſe itis ancfteR of the Lords 
Veord tor finne,according to his threatning,1n Dent. 2 $.21, - 
Let the word be fo conſideredin the two facred lan- 
z11ages of the old'and new Teſtament , and rhe Plagueis 
no other maladie, then a ſpeciall blowe inflited on man- 
kinde for finne. I ſpeake not of ity as it ſezZeth on beaſts,ſee- 
mz it commeth tothem by Mankmdes finne. Sinneis the 
1 cauſe why the Lord {according to his word ) /x:3terh Man- 
+ v kind , whether corruption be in the way or not. Doth 
1 God ſend out a Spirit to ſmte.{ as Daxids people in 2. Saw. «# 
24. were ſmitby a good Angell, but 1b before with abad) 
the Spirit fmiteth notbut-vpon-the Lords word, ſmiteor 
reach :in which reſpe& iris called Negags 0 P/a/91. 10.of 
Nagagn to touch : Although the terme Negags may well 
imply a plague or {tripe leſſe piercing and killing, - _ 
The ſtroke of God, it is for finne. And ſmiteth he with 
his owne finger immediately, or mediately as by the hand 
of an other 2 * The ſecret things belong wits the Lord, nor 
will I meddlc with what hee doth beyond the words reue- 
lation . In Lemiricus 26.and Dent. 28, hee threatneth varie- 


tic of plagues for fin; but concealeth the particulars ea 1ES 


- which hee will vſe for accompliſhing that 


Places we read of his Angell fmiting people til 
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ay, but PT ever wes ade Corruption his meſſenger 
read not : and yet I doubt not but God may tw: ſed cor- 
ruption in the miniſtry ofhis Angell, for correQting or con- 
founding the corrupt creature . But why i in ſuch diſcourſe, 
hath the | re; God ſtill mentioned only God for Agent, 
and the Angell for Inſtrument? Becauſe we ſhould in _ 
caſes, lookefirſt to God, as he thatis all in all: ſecondly, 
the miniſtrieofhis Angels, who are inted to pre Wy 
ſuch from the plague a5 commit themfelues *in MoeiP aye! *P/al.g1.1, 
to the protettion of God all ſufficient. A dorine full oppoſite x _ 
to our praQtiſe, who cal(t our —_ more by pdt corruption, 


hen vnto God and his Ang 


Adaiution Expoſe. &+ Apoteget. 
S: tv1he ſecond Sefines. p 


hg &- "Wn, 


"He word plague; {viking here can be vote diſpute 
where the thing to be diſputed vpon is vncertainlie 02 
doubtfully vnberfſoobe,J therefo2e inthe ſecond Section, 
ſo Peftlence)igqwo;dor ex vat 
| a wozd of large vie, but 
fo a certaine diſeaſe extraozdinarily moztall andd 
diſeaſe now amongſt vs, confeſſed byoar Pyſitians, to ect Nerd 
the compaſle and reache of all their naturall reaſon and rea- 
ding, No maruell, ſeeing that which is pzimozdiall and pjinct- 
pallin it;is ſpirituall and inoifible, Whatthatis, the Dinitic 
ID. when not only they ſhewe that Sinnc is 
the pzonoking cauſe{ and ſpecially, ſinne vniuerſall) bat aifo do 
ſhewethatitis a ſtroke inflicted from without, and that by the 
miniltrie of an Angell, appointed ſo by Ichouahs erpeſſ 
.word ; foz which the Pebzewes do vſe the very ſame lette 
Deber )foz word and Peſtilence, Andherevpon itis.that the 
Deb2nes turne the wozd Deber by Logos, in ?/a/.9 1. ſo well 
ain other places, which in Engliſh is word 0; ſpeech : foz as 
Sonia Gevetaneſceacd ena Þ 
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paſte bychat,avbeingbutthe - +445: +I 
| God be his Angellſmiting. Noz is it foz other cauſe , that the 

Doly Ghoſt tells vs of Aaron & Dauids interceding by p2aier, 
h in Now. 16.and 2.5ar7.24.and not of any cozpozall flight cz 
naturall courſes, 
' The Grecke tranſlation, in P/a/.91.2 doth read fo; theſe. 
- but wozds; From the noy ſome Peſblcnce, theſe wozys Apa 
loggu tarachodous, which valueth this , From the word that 
be-muddeth: from whence I gather , firſt the Angell ſniting 
acco;ding to the Lozds word gone out:ſecondly,an cffec in the 
bodie ſo \mitten, and that is, the biod and powzes commoued 
and bemudded ; like as a pwle ſmitten with ſome inſtrument of 
waight , ſhonlde hane the my2e and mudde therevpon ray 
ed, fo the troubling of all, Daiginall ſinne hath conuey- 
ed into our humane nature cozruption as mudde ; this is in 
vs as (ctled, tntill the Angell\mite , and loe therevpon all the 


bodie is out ofozder.1Becauſe we ſhould not ercepe on the earth 


herein with Galen, Hippocrates andſnch, we haue not onely 


wits the (criptures to teach vs the fozmer Super-naturall ſtroke, 
blow;and ſome of them hane vpon ſuch blow found the 


panfofabiewyand left vehind vpon the ficth. At the eral 
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ting ; and ſuch a blewnes, may put vs in minde ofthe muddie. 
cozruption in our humane nature. 


ag amor Cauſe, the plague-ſozes and 
wks ariſing and appearing a bei Dees 
Ind ir I te leruſalemin 


" A. 
: : s v4 
< nee? " 4 
[7 - b— 
. wy o EP bl , " 
- 1 » g 5 % i My, * 2" Þ 
m Ms OE , ? --_ = , \ a »# © 4 V-4iex 5 7 = 
\ La For. id. _—_— 
: » : | $5 tf jr. SIT % in. q —_ Z "6 : Mn 
; 2 { « f 
, = h + Yew i # tub 5 me Y 
« - J = F L 2h o an 
OS L 


"tb 
: x Þ ” 
f l q FAS Fd oY 
1.7% +; bn Myc ml We” x df —_ , s a7 - 
es WP ey . 


WENT 7 F Sf / # 3-1 & hf 
\ * 7 £8 FEES VINYL 
k 4 # F 2 FO 2. k 3 
* + &£ : 

© hd ef G 4 wy L. R Mus, , : ERS p44 


'S. 


SECTION. 11. © 


\ Inne being the cauſe for which he finiteth a 
IPeſtilence(ſinne poiſoning earth,ayre and all) ſome will. 
 demaund, if ſo it cannot be prevented or cured with 


4 


ople with- 


F 


change of place and vſe of Phyſicke ? By changing place 
they thinke they may, kecauſeitis written, A woke manſe- Pron.22.3. 
eth the plague andh:ideth himſelfe. And by Pyke they ſup= & 27.12. 
ſe they may, becauſe that ſundry (of their knowledge) 

(aps ſo eſcaped. TR MPs 2s Te” 

For the divine prouerbe, they abuſe it twowares.Once in 
vnderſtading the word Plagae for Peſtilence , Though e- 
uery peſtilence bea plague, yet plagues nota peſti- 
lence. Nor doth the originall word properly fignife the * 
one or the other. It is Ragneb, valuing the Latine Adkins, 
in Engliſh Emi, as in an other forme is aptly turned into x 
Pros.1 4.16 For the Tranſlator, howſocuer heeleanerhe 
proper fignifcation ofthe word, heeyet fpeakethto-2ood 
purpoſe, ſceing the holy Ghoſt there ſpeaketh offuch an , 
* euillin the citte as the Lord doth : that 1s, of ſuch a puniſh 
mentas the Lord inflifeth $' called an euill of mankinde, 


Amas 3.6, 


5'of the morning cannot carriethee beyond 
|, but ſpiritual :een famethatis 
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10 inthe way God hath called him ynto, 


z uer ? Eo - 

EOS Secondly, for their phificall experience, I thereto make 
#$ bal 7; . ” " * 

7H this anſwere : Sinne being the cauſe of the maladicy ( as alſa 


coucheth vader the Lords winges. * | 
Theprudent hearted ſeeth _— iudgement come 
ming towards a people for finne; what doth he then 2 Hee 
commits himlelte i br Chriſtian way , totheprotettion of 
the Almightie , who hath promiſed to be a ſhield to ſuch as 
P/al.g1.6. puttheir truſtin him ;that ſuch aone ſhall not need to feare 
that peſtilence that walketh in darkneſſe, nor the plague 
that Leftroy cth at noone-day. For walking i bi: way,thatis, 
leaning vpon the 
Lords promiſe, what neede 1s there of locall fhghtor co | 
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ofeuery maladic) itis for none tomakephyſick their ſtafle, © 


Ts x 2.Chre.16 nor yet their firſt meane, leſt they ſinnetheſinne of * Aſa: 


12. much leſle ſceke to Idol-wizards , which was the finne 


| Tk *2.King.1. of x Achaziab. Beſides,they ſee many preſeruedin the midſt 


Ri: of the plague , who hauc vicd no phiſicall meanes : what 
+94 will they make the cauſe of their dehuerance 2 No other 
We'd thing, butthediuine pleaſure of God, who hathforbid his. 


+ Angell toſmite them, Is Phificke thenim this and all other 


;*0g uing promiſe of recouerie)did meane time ſuffer a ws, 
T1 * dric figs to be applied to his boyle(hauing in natureto heat, 
x mature, and digeſt) ſoweare notto negleR ſuch naturall 


= *1/4.38. plaguestobeauoyde4? No: as* Hezekiab (howſocuer W—, 


means as reaſon and experience hauc found out to auaile a« 


al gainſt naturall infirmitic [ Des nos obflante] the Lord not 
LH croſſing nature. Otherwiſe, we ſhalbe found tepters of God, 


ti lkauing our way:rather then faithfull keepers of our way. 
i Reaſon of vſing naturall meanes (where God barres 
themnot vp ) is this : Whether the ayre be infefted without 
. 3 vs, there never wantethinfetion within vs, which is readie 
© totakean head againſt eurheart, ifthe Lord donot bridle, 


of it. As God _ vs with other maladies(threatnedinthe 


laweſowelas Peſtilence)doth not o 
pon the maladic growes, but alſo hi 


x _ 
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. ſtroyedby pin means, 


tnou hifickez it is2 rare 
pace .uy 4 = 
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pool tag i np 6 keis for the hun rey 
ickefor the diſcaſed:for to the neceſſitic ofna 
—EPELIC when asfor eſtabliſhin hit xy 4 
rituall phiſicke, he ſaith : * They that are ficke need t js 
9. Gong hath created the Word ,Prayer and Faſting for re- 
pelling and Gnoe,the Material/caxſe of Gods anger: 
and he hath created phiſicall creatures for preventing and 
curing naturall corruption, the material caſe of our mala- 
dic and naturall fackneſſe>Soboth be the good creatures of 
fy ea pangaa to be wed his gl Bj .The firſt for helping 


our ſoule:: the ſecond, or helping and healing 
_—_ y. God.ſometimes bleſleth the firſt without the ſe- 


cond, to ſhewe that he 1 1s not tyed tomeanes. Andhe ſomes. - 
times bleſſeth the ſecond without the farlt, to ſhew that we 
ol notnegle& the meanes. But as wehaue both finkull 
Gulendo corrupt bodics, ſo We ſhould vic both, for beac- 
fating 


| Addition tothe third Setion. 
ce there allng out atie-fold confiveration x 
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| haue not acdad faith Earth cternaliu fication Kine 
ſaluation, by vertue whereof their fleſh reſteth inhope of 
\anhappic relurre&ion, and their ſpirit, is gone in comfort 
to God that gaueit: yet hath-enerte one periſhing on the 
peſtilence bene found, not to apprehend this partic 
en Toſay thatthe plalme ſpeaketh podleedh only of 0 mri 

lague and a fpirituallpromiſe, 15 to conelude thefame 0! 
Lenit.26.:& Dewut.28. and of all 'the pov rthe 
which, what canbe'more abſurd? vnder literall-promij fe 
and miercies, 'menaciesarid cutſ6s, ri © 
wm t's 
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But wh 


_ doubting of theleſſer and woling 
what wehould dointhegreater, 
our owne ſtanding. TSS | 
_ That manic wicked cage in mid(t of ſtrongeſt peſti- 
lence, firlt, it is not becauſe ey hauc any promiſe, but be- 
cauſc it pleaſcth God both to them and vs to be in manic 
things, manie times, better then his promiſe : teaching them 
and ys therein, how good he would be to ys inall things 
walking in his way, and yndoubting the promiſe. 
Secondly, the wicked fo eſcaping, areordinarily ſuch'as 
have walked boldly through the ficknes, bragging of their 
faithin God, touching delucrance from peſtilence: ſhew- 
ing plainly that they had a faith in God tor apprehending 
romiſe of deliuerance, Though they haue not had faith - 
Fr apprehending things ſpirituall and eternall, yet for lay- 
ing hold on this particular temporarie. And ſuch a faith, is 
i hae h countenanced with ſuch a mercie, as thattempo- 
rary repentance of Abab, M1 anaſſer,and Nimets,vas raced 
with particular flitting mercies. God teaching ſuch therein, 
how much niore he would draw neare vnto them in all 
zoodunes,if ſo they had in them a right continuing faith, and 
continuing repentance. And therewithall checking his chil- 
dren for Þ ting the lefler, hauing faith in him for the - 
Fieates, of 20 ILY : 
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" Lozd, From whence A gather, tha lack offaith iscaute we 
ih are denied any thing neceCarie our life here. ome will 
= . obiect, There is ſome want of faith, ſome doubting, ſome wa- 


+14 _ inthe beſt child of God, therefoze none can aſſure him- 


ſpir(- 


lelfe of receining any god of God, whether co2pozall, oz 
knall, J arſwere, if is one thing what we ck 0d a 
= thing 4a: wedo, Secondly, it is enioyned vs in Levit,26, 
IF andinDeut.28, Boomenradnp ney! ramdgrmny hom 
\þþ and auoid curſings tempozarie,we ſhould ge commaun- 
4: dements; and the beſt are found daily ts bzeake the commann» 
dements, hane they therefoze no aſſurance of bleffing 2 If they 
loke into the meaſure of obedience (literall oz ſpiritnall) as it is 
# in themſclues only, they have cauſe toloke foz no god thing, 
:Y Lhis want then in all things, is to dzine them vnto the Lozy 
EY by Chiilt Jeſus in all things, 04ie4:0». God will not exact 
q luch obedience, ſuch faith, except we could ſo obey, fo belienc, 
= Anſiere. The Romaniſts indeede ſay ſo, butthey and others 
mult remember, that it is equall fo2 him ſo toeract, ſeeing (as 
We were ſet out ofhis hands in Adam) we were enabled ſo to 
belicue and obey, Thirdly, as there is no of God buf 
if is deliuered vnder condition, and there is no condition kept 
fullie ofour part, and therefoze nofleſh that may be able to re- 
topce in Gods light: lo, it pleaſeth him ſometimes not to ims 
pute the want in faith and obedience to his childzen (fo; ifhs 
ſhould, we could not bzeath one day) but to accept them as 
Perfett andinſt, lob,1.1,8.Ezek,1 4.20, Lukc.1,6. Dthers 
Fg wile, S. /a»es ſhould leaue vs litle oz no hope of! any 
vA thing of God by pzayer, Fourthly, in caſe of blef- 
ty. lings , it: pleaſeth b God to giue an extrao2dinarie ficength of 
2 faith, by the which deuils and mountaines of difficulties ae 
© - | often enough (Goes batt SR En pebotines 
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Fr; {\unms theirnofes on Plal91.,andoftherelt, thatont the 
fift verſe : 4 Pauore notturno] id eſt, ab uils aperts, occultis, in- 
ternis, externis, corporcis aint ſpiruualibus matis, vilo unquam 
rtempore whercin they teach that the pzomile is of delincrance 
rows _ ents, open, bid, internall, external, coapozal 02 
uall, 
| Itisnot becauſe they haue any promiſe. ] Yere J ſpeake 
ofthe wicked im generall; _. 
'Shewing plainely that they had a faith in God. Bere 
I ſpeake ol rms contains lnichen, Pere ſome- ſay J ſpeake 
contraries : firſt, becauſe I teach that the wicked hauc no ſuch 
p2omilſe ; ſecondly, that ſome ſuch haue a faith oz beliefe in 
God touching ſuch delinerance, J ſ& a a#ex/ec thing in theſe 
wicked-ones, but no coxr7477 thing deliucred. That they haue 
no p2omile of andboſamuchenabitetbaind;: my ma? 
leuolent -graunt, that ſome:of them haue beliefe in 


happines, who can doubt, except: all wicked Could alwayes 
diſpaire of all things? Jf-J ha ſaid, they hane iuftifying 0z 
ſauing faith, J had ſpoken contraries, ſeeing promiſes of this 
life , and that fo come is-made directiie and p2opcrlie vnto 
them, What kind of faith J ſpoke of, it may appeare when J 
ferme it a bragging faith, that is, a pzcſumptuous beliefe withs 
out any ground of p2omile; Theſe that come fo cur Sautour 
in the laſt day, ſaying, Haue we not prophecied in thy name, 
caſt out Devils, &c. had they no faith touching tempozaries ? 
Tis very ſillie, They yad (as Schollers vſually ſpzake) @ reme- 
porarte fauh, and 
entend any other, d thus men crow befoze the victozie, 
'T hat temporary. repentance of Ahab; Manaſſes, ec... 
great quarell ariſeth ſown ihe. fee. ina30\ Hſlnelſer, that J 


hadcot liked the wozd, they -; rally hue wiped tout 
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God 82 tempozary bleſſings; yea, and ſometimes ofcternall. 


alion; and my. waiting can no way _ 


jun IT We nating 2 /1.thehiſtozi othislite wv veay 


is ſet downe, and ro lpeech of any repentance, And thercto'is 
annexed, that Amon his fonne did euill 1n the fight of the 


Lord, as did histather 4ſanaſſes. And Amon is neither there 
no2 ellewhcre noted repentant, but caried out ofthe wozld inn 
tudgement. This connexure of Father andSonne,cauſcth me 
to thinke that the repentance ſpoken of i 2,Chron, 32, (in 
which reſpect he is p2eferred to his ſonne) to hane _ of the 
P2ophets then held but as tempozarte, and fitted fo time, Jf it 
 beagod argument of Sa/omzo»7 true repentance, that Reho. 
 boam and his learefaid to haue walked three yeares'in 
the way of Damd and Salomon, 2,Chron,. 11,17, (fo2 that 
Salomon ſhould not ſo haue bene matched with Dau, if he 
hadnot died well to the Church-ward, as did Pavia) if J ſay, 
that be god fo2 pzoumg his true repentance; then 3 leenot why 
Aanaſſes hits repentance may not be held asno trae repen- 
tance, when he comesto be ſo coniopned with 4-0», thatne- 
titer truly repented to the Church-ward, J ſap to the Church- 
ward, bccauſe it is poſſible foz a man tb vnlatiſfie the Thurch,. 
eyet of God be ſaued: as alſo to dye: innocent to the Thurch- 
ward, + yet of God condemned fo2 ſome ſecret abhomination 
varepented of, But if any hereafter will agomachesy, contend 


and wage warre about a wozd, onring 2ouoond cally to. 
follow them. 


SECTION. F. 


_ hvord and peſtiterice] area Triniticof Ny 
ami prepared'of the Lord, for confuminga 
Fond” _ nſthim. 2. Sam.2 4.1213. $.lohn.- 
rth _ —— number wr, thus 
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a Fall into the Enemies hands, and that here 


the Churches aduerfarie would infult without all mercy. 
The other two ſhould be a Fall into God hi hands, and that: 
he chooſeth, becauſe his mercierwere great. And of theſe two! 
(Famine and Peſtitentiall death) he chooſeth' the latter3; 
why 2 Some thinke, becauſe hinfſelfemightberclicued of: 
Famine, andſo not die: and hecoueting to die with the - 
pcople,would therefore chooſe the peſtilence which would - 
as well ſe:zze ypon him: T his 8 ſomewhat, but I ſee it notin 
this ſcripture. After he had ſcene a fearfull fall of the peo- : 
ple, he couered Gods hand to be turned againſt him : but 
that he was of ſuch mind before that Falt,'it ſhould not 
ſceme; firſt, becauſe his heart(before Gadthe prophet came 
ro him) was ſmitten with the fight of his ſinne, whereupon 
he repented : ſecondly, becauſe in his option of the peſtt- 
lence, he expreflie expected ſome great mercie in the midſt 
of 1udgement. But the dire& cauſe of eleting this Plague, 
was{l doubt not) diuided (at leaft) into theſe two reſpeCts : | 
the firſt; ayminig at the eaſineſſe of death: for to die-of fa- 
mine 3$ a more lingring torturing death; And herem ap- 
peared Dawias Charitie. Theſecond aymme at the Chur- 
ches enriching with neceſlaries alreadie potleſted :for fa.” 
mine would haue denoured vp all her maintenance. And 
herein was both /oue and policie. Dazid being a Prophet; 
he could not haue fewer godlicreſpeRs in hisoption. 

Of all theſe three plagues, Sword, Famine, and Peſti- 
lence, I conclude the laſt tobring withit the moſt mercie. 
If the Aduerfaries ſword deſtroy, &the mockings, proud 
inſultings, filchie proſhitutions; cruell opprefſions, accom- 
panying that ſword2 FThe-fivord of Romith Babilonians 
was Preſt-to have beehe drawen within and without vs.” 
How great was the Lords mercie to ſhut chat vp in the 
{caberd2 Famine was threatned-vpon the death by xk late 
fouerwgne Edzabeth; forthe Raſcalitic of our land hoped, 
as Drone-bces; to have ſpoiſed-our Hynes;as ati vnfariable 
Hellor:grauc to fivallow vp Madjen miercifull/ was God | -- 

8 2 vnto p 


ynto vs, thatwith acrofſe-wynddidrather take thew vnto- 
Tyburne,or conſumethem in warres without vs? Yea,how 
was his merci great vnto vs, in putting farre from vs both 
the former plagues, and in-{\nuting, to fmite vs with this | 
peltilence : that ſofalling, we fall before his hand thatis a 
mercifull Father, in the midlt of judgement remembring 


gs" | Ps - 
mercie; leauing' vs not to lingring deaths , whercby-we 


; might be morepained; and giuing that we haue poſleſled 
to his Church, whereot we haue bene members. Yea,where 
inthree dayes the Lords Angell did {mite to death 70.thou- 
fands of Dams people: loe his great mercie to'vs ward, he 
hath not ſo ſmitten yet one thouſand in full three dayes. 
O that the living would lay it to heart, and praiſe God 
tor his mercies. 9 

SECTION. YL 
* Theſe that {> Od of neceſlitie being to puniſh vs; and then in ſtead 
ſtumble at the of ſharp rods, to ſmite ys with the peſtilence; and in 
DOES the peſlilence to deſtroie ſo leiſurely, it ſhould teach 


— (King,x Prieſt and People) to be humbled vnder his 
Pricſtisderi- Þand1n the free confeſſion of our finnes, admiring his leni-/ 
ued of Prezby. tie and fatherlic kindnes. God gue vs grace ſpeedily to be 
ter,as Biſhop humbled. | 


of Epilcopus, And the Lords mercies to vs, ſhould force vs to bemore 
and Deacon 


fDiaconus. Ircatull one to another. It ſhould teach Magiſtrate and 
Noz maketh Miniſter(with Dawid)to bide by their charge, and to intreat 
this any thing mercie for the ſheepe of his paſture, till the Angell put vp 
to: the Roma- his viall of peſtilence. To augment our ſpirituall deuotions 
= _ -_ in the openeſt places,as did Dawid,who built an alter in s A- 
nedner*" 10. 2f raunahs threſhing floore on mount Aforiah,the place choſen 
dos,92 Sacri> of God for putting his name there, whereon after the 
ficer, Temple was builded. Yea, to put our ſacrifices betweene 
9 2.S479.24, theplague and the Church, as Daxid did betweene the falne. 
48, &c., of 1{raetand lernſalem, that ſo the plague maynot creep 
2.Chro.3.1. any further. Yea,the mercic of God to vs,ſhouldteachv 
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to be helping one to an other, not to pleaſe our ſelues in all 
things, to lay downe our liues for the brethren, liuing and 
dying in good workes,to the ficke and needie, Theninetie- 
nune are to be left that ſtand not in ſuch need;and the (th 
that is readic to periſh, we ought toſeeke vp. Happie 75 the 

ſoule, who (when his maiſter commethy'is found ſo wor- 

king : and thriſe happie is the ſoule, that hath the body cut 

downein ſuch a worke of mercie. 

| True it is, that for certaine « bodily vncleanneſſes and , Tewit 
maladies, people vnder the lawe of Moſes were to be ſeue- FRG 
red from the Church, more or leſle : and yet now no com- &: 13. &'3. 
maundement vfito vs; why 2 For that they were a part of ON 15s 
the Ceremonial law. This may appeare, firſt from the rites, CORES. 
ſecondly , from their ſomfications. In certaine vncleanneſ(- 

ſes, they were to waſh themſclues with water, and then (not 

before) to be held cleane for company. For the Leproſie, it 

was cenſured onely by the Eccleftaſticall Miniſter z and 

this hee did not till hee fawe it , and ſometimes not till 

he had made ſome fourteene dayes triallz and fſpeciall rules 

he had for the triall. Who will ſay that theſe rites were not 
ceremoniall and aboliſhed, beſides that the Prieſt had no 

feare of the leprous-plague during all the time ofhis pro- 

bation? For their fignification, it reſpe&ed the degrees of 


d. as 
A 4 LI S 
| : y x . R (70 50 2 rt ox; IL #94. — <IN- [os CO - 
At Sheep no toon a eee ee ee CE TOS att Are MEE 
B+. Ce «x RIPE, W. ad Mn WA OO TIN = HR 3 J 4 y FC0 F4"F5 2 Yu RS 
Eo ns V2 CY BOATS HOES IS 2 CO RAPS 1 I. 3 8, OE F "Vp 1 £2967 46: 


excomunication for Soules vacleaneneſſe. Which not onl 

£57" by manyx{pecchesin the new Teltamet alluding *2.Cor.6.17. 

to ſuch vncleanneſles, but alſo, for that the new Teſtaments Colrſſ.2.2 1+ 

church hath power only to excomunicate for defe&ts in the 7.1.15. 

ſoule; as the auntient Synagoguedid for wants inthe body. Jade 23. 

Theſe then that will maintaine their flight from the Leui- Rexel. AY 
icallawe, do in their fat pronounce all they flie from to be 

communicate yea, with the black, Kerem or Maranatha 

to be excommunicate to the death, for not louing the Lord: 

Icſus; for to them ſuch a cenſureonly belongeth, 1.Cor.16. 

22. Thus ſuch Fleers are left of God to behe ſcripture, and- 

to abuſe their brethren; which is a worſe plague then that - 

theu Ai fenm TFrhov mect now with the Peltinthe coun- 
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ery,let chem tel me, if fo —_ can m_ ih ſuch peace of con- 
ſcienceas if they hed] in the city Rf rbiey- workes of mer- 
cie to the ſick and needie. But ifthey feaſt and rejoyce inthe 
country while the yron enters Hep ſoule in the Citie let 
them know that God nay {crue in the laſt diſh ſauced with 
his vengeance. ' 
We have {mned together , andthe hand of God hath 
come vpon vs togither : let vs therefore humble our ſelues 
« Nehe.1.4. togither before the Lordinfaſting and prayer , Let* Ne. 
5.6.04. bemiah and « Daziel, Magiſtrate | and Miniſter , confeſle 
x Dad,g.3, their linnes & the finnes of their people, and let all the peo- 
4.5.6-c. ple ſubſcribe, ſaying, Amen. Ttisnot change of place, but © 
change of life that muſt healp vs. Lord,for thy ſon- ſake, re- 
mitall our offences; gine vs graceto turne vnto thee with 
all truth of repentance; and for thy holy names ſake remoue 
this ſame deferued Peſtilence from vs, Amen. 


Addition. to the 6. Seftios. 


Po the Leprofie,it was cenſured only by the Feelefiaſti- 
call Miniſter: The WHintfter was fo finde ont the tructh 

of lep2oſie, fo2 giuing true infozmation ts $Pagiſtrate and 
people , and vponthe crpcrience of a fretting lepzoſie fo be the 


Perſon ont of communion, to burne the garment, to pull downe 
the houſe, Zexr. 14.and 1 5. Frſf, itmay be a queſtion whether 
in the new feſtaments Church there be a Lep2ofie offuch fozm 
that can be ſo tried: ſecondly, whither by fretting was ment ins 
fectious, Andif: yet whether the Peſtilence ought ſo tobe p20s 
ceeded withall, ſeeing the Pinifter now neither is {o commanded 
ko try it : noz ingarments no2 in houſes it can ſo be found. Foz 
if; then alloor garments muff be burned., the houſes pullcy 
downe, and the Perſons exchmunicate, which vnto welund'J 
thinke fo encry one} would (eme abſurd, aud be the ruineof 
Citie and common wealth, _ 

 Epilogs .. 


TP" He Peſtilence being in ſcripture phraſe, an extraordi. 
narie ſtroke. of God by the. miniſtric of his Angell, 
whereupon often-times viſible corruption ariſcth,and 
all for ſinae : 3t leadeth you ( Beloued ) 

| Firſt,to caſt your eye vp vnto God the firſt Moner whe- 
ther corruptis viſible be.in the way, yea orno, Secondly,to 
behold the Angzelof God appointed to keep vs in our way; 
andthat ſpecially in reſpe&of our bodies good :ſceing ſince 
the conſummation of the Teſtamentin Chriſts blood ,our 
ſoules are ſpecially to be tended of true Paſtors, called of S. 
Tohn the Angels of the Churches, For now,noleſle then be- 
fore they be miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to Miniſter for their 


fakes,which ſhall be Heires of Satuation, Heb.1.14. And yet 


(as before )theyare appointedof God ſomtimes to puntſh 
man for going out of his way. 

Thirdly, we are called torrepent finne, which did moue 
God fo to ſend out his Angell tg ſmite vs,cuen to the raifing 
vp ofthe muddein our nature. The truth of which repen- 
tance will appeare in our better careof ſetting right _ ro 


to Our feet, and in being more carcfull of pertorwing holy 


duties of Charttie one to another. 
Fourthly, ſeeing it ſcizeth vponold and yong, rich and 


poore, of all complexions whatloeuer, fo well as ſome of all 
ſorts are ſpared, weare lead to acknowledge that all ſorts 
haue ſinned (though not after the ſame manner of tranſ(- 


ercſhon, Reni$.1, 
humbled,leaſt the Nrummey condemn vs, 
Fiftly , the Angels ofthe Church (from the like in the 
Angels of heauen) areto comfort and cheare vp ſuch as be 
intheir Chriſtian way, as alfoto reproue and ſharply cor- 
reftſuch as be out of that way, The firſt they are to do with 
the voyce of the glorious Goſpell or glad tidings of Chriſt 
Jeſus who hath taken away the ſting of death to them. The 


and therefore the dutie of allto be. 


ſecond... 
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ſecond they areto __— the terror of Afo/es Jawe, which 
bringeth with it to the infidelious & vnrepentant,curſe and 
condemnation. Andin ſo doing, they may with good con- 
ſicnece make that prayer, Thy will be don in the earth (that is, 
of people in the earth )as it is done in heanen, thatis of the bleſ- 
ſed Ar gels that attend the worgofthe father in heaucn. | 


And thus with my heartie prayer vnto God, firſt, for the 
remiſſion of all our finnes : and ſecondly, for his grace to 
ſtabliſh vs in cuery good worke for the glory of his name, I 
commend you vnto him thatis able to preſent our bodies 

and ſoules faultles before the throne of judgment, 
who ſpread his wyngs of fauing pro. , 
tection ouer vs and his whole 
Church for cuer, Amer. 
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